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Police Body Cameras
There have been debates as to whether the police need to wear body cameras. Some argue that body cameras invade the privacy of the citizens and that of the police as well. However, I believe those body cameras are important as they improve how the public view police officers and reduce police brutality. This paper will discuss why it is important for the police to wear body cameras.
Police body cameras are tiny electronic devices pinned on the officer's body, for instance, on the sunglasses, helmet, or clothing. These cameras are useful as they provide actual activities of the police officer, and they can capture police brutality moments. Increase use of police body cameras can help to lower the cases of police brutality. Body cameras are important as they provide evidence and protect the accused individuals, victims, and police officers. The cameras help in protecting the police officers because their decisions can be reviewed and evaluated. For instance, if the police officer was discriminating, being unfair, or rude to the victim, the video recording provides proven evidence of the inappropriate behavior by the police. Therefore an appropriate penalty can be given to the police officer as evident in the video or the audio recording. Many people believe that police discriminate the African Americans, and body cameras can help prove whether the police officer did discriminate against such a victim (Henstock & Ariel 2017). Also, a recording from the police body camera can help to refute a false accusation made against the police officer. The cameras help protect the police officer since a victim can claim that he have been falsely accused of something he did not do. The police recording can provide proof of what happened at the incident. Also, the cameras help regulate the police officers from abusing their powers and use excessive force while arresting suspects. This helps protect the citizens since there are those officers that are more aggressive while making arrests and act as if they are right, and in most cases, the victims are innocent.
Body cameras are also important in providing evidence and protection to the victims since a detained person doesn't have a right to talk or to explain themselves about the situation. In many cases, the police officers do not have evidence of the victim committing a crime as provided by the "better persecution that is, higher rates of convictions, fewer trials, and more pleads” (Crow et al., 2017). This ensures the victims' protection since there are more pleads and more trials, meaning that there is enough evidence that the victim didn't commit a crime, and the police officer should prove that the defendant has broken the law. Also, the recordings assist the people involved from forgetting what happened many days later in the courtroom and also helps to prevent any of the parties from telling lies. The cameras provide a clear picture of an unclear incident since they have the capacity to record clear videos even in the nighttime. Also, the cameras capture the audio of the incident, which allows the court to make fair judgments to both parties. They improve the accuracy of the cases and ensure that the right individual gets justice.
Some people claim that police body cameras violate the privacy of the police officers also the citizens and that they are costly. However, there are more advantages of body cameras than disadvantages, and all police officers should adopt them since they ensure the safety of both parties. Police work involves interacting with individuals in society in the moments that they are most vulnerable. People would feel safe when they know that another person will view the video recording of an incident that happened in their daily activities. There has been an increase in the cases of police officers using their weapons and powers in wrong ways that do not follow the proper protocols of the police. Also, there are cases where the reports from the police are different from the victim's accounts of the incident (Phillips 2018). The police officers use body cameras and dashboard cameras that are mounted on their vehicles so that they can capture car chases that are important in protecting both parties and deciding whether the arrests what justified. Police body cameras also increase the transparency of the police officers while performing their duties. Also, they ensure a better collection of evidence from incidents, ensure accountability of the police officer, provide accurate incident documentation, improve the communication between the members of the public and the police officer, and improve the police's performance.
Some people believe that police body cameras are costly and violate the privacy of police officers and citizens. However, I believe that police body cameras have more advantages than disadvantages, and therefore, police officers should wear them. As evident from the discussions in this paper, police body cameras are important as they provide equal chances for both parties to have fair and equal chances for trials, increase police accountability and transparency, reduce police brutality, and also provide a clear account of what happened during an arrest of a suspect.
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